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				EAC Armed Forces Field Training Exercise Opens In Jinja
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Regional SecurityUshirikiano Imara



Uganda’s Third Deputy Prime Minister Rt Hon Lukia Isanga Nakadama has today flagged off the 12th Edition of the EAC Armed Forces Field Training Exercise, Ushirikiano Imara 2022, at Gaddafi barracks, in Jinja district.
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					Minister of Defence and Veteran Affairs Hon. Vincent Bamulangaki Ssempijja addressing the gathering
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					The 3rd Deputy Prime Minister Rt Hon. Lukia Nakadama in group photo with other Delegates and heads of the Mission
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In her remarks, Hon Nakadama noted that the region is facing multiple security challenges and crises including armed conflict, environmental disasters, transnational crime and terrorism, among others.

 

“Terrorism and transnational crime have negatively impacted livelihoods, displacing communities and eroding the core of our human security,” she said.

 

She added that the12th Joint Field Training exercise provides the EAC Partner States an opportunity to build synergies and interoperability between our Armed Forces and their civilian stakeholders in addition to consolidating the EAC integration agenda.

 

Rt Hon Nakadama also remarked that it is important for regional militaries to continuously work out joint training modalities to engulf the emerging security threats.

 

“The joint training of EAC Partner States on thematic areas, such as peace support operations, counter terrorism, counter piracy and disaster management; creates a peaceful and stable environment for the social economic transformation of communities,” she noted.

 

The Deputy Premier urged participating Partner Forces to use this year’s exercise and harmonize regional efforts in conflict prevention and peace building for the prosperity of all the East African people.

 

She further commended all stakeholders involved in pursuing the integration agenda, most especially the EAC Heads of States, for their tireless efforts in realising the integration.

 

The Minister of Defence and Veteran Affairs Hon Vincent Bamulangaki Ssempijja welcomed and commended the different EAC militaries, Police, Prisons and key civilian components for honouring the invitation.

 

He noted that its prudent for regional Armed Forces to continuously train in order to aptly respond to evolving security threats with greater versatility.

 

Hon Ssempijja called upon participating partner forces to draw as many lessons as possible from the joint training exercise to enhance and harmonize their regional efforts in the preventing and combating conflicts and other crisis situations.

 

Professor Gaspard Banyankimbona, the Executive Secretary Inter-Universities Council of East Africa (IUCEA) who represented Hon Dr. Peter Mathuki, the Secretary General of the East African Community, thanked the Government of Uganda for hosting and supporting the exercise that will enhance cooperation in defence and security affairs.

 

He said the areas of cooperation are embedded in the Protocol on four pillars namely; military training, joint operations, technical cooperation, visits and exchange of information.

 

Hon Mathuki noted that the exercise is meant to help participants on command, control, communication and information in combined joint operations; since security challenges in the region are addressed through joint security capabilities.

 

He further thanked the EAC partner states Armed Forces all the for their comradeship that will contribute to the further strengthening to cause of East African Community unity, mainly common defence, security, peace and development.

 

Speaking at the same function, the UPDF Deputy Chief of Defence Forces Lt Gen Peter Elwelu, on behalf of the Chief of Defence Forces Gen Wilson Mbadi said such exercises are good for enhancing security and integration. He urged participants to do their best, interact with each other and know who is good at what.

 

“When you finish the exercise take time and move around. Uganda is a very beautiful country with a wide range of natural and physical features, ” Lt Gen Elwelu noted.

 

The Exercise Director Maj Gen Don Nabasa appreciated the EAC partner states generous contribution towards funding the exercise budget to facilitate the and its attendant activities.

 

Maj Gen Nabasa remarked that the exercise involves conducting operations in an integrated manner among EAC Partner States to achieve capacity building and jointly combat complex security challenges within the region and beyond.

 

He said the exercise has gathered a total of 1533 participants from the six East African Community Partner States that include; Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, Uganda and the United Republic of Tanzania. The newly admitted DRC will deploy 10 observers to the exercise.

 

The 12th Edition of the EAC Armed Forces Field Training Exercise started on 27th May and will run to 16th June 2022, in the eastern districts of Jinja, Buikwe and Mayuge.

 

The theme for this FTX is “Promoting Peace, Security and Stability towards the East African Community Integration.”

 

The opening ceremony was also attended by the Exercise Head of Mission Hon Lydia Wanyoto, Members of Parliament, EAC Defence and Security Chiefs, Defence Attachés and Defence Liaison Officers, District Commissioners from the greater Jinja district, Officers from the EAC, and UPDF Senior and Junior Officers, among other others.


Categories: Regional Security, Ushirikiano Imara3 June 2022
Tags: Regional SecurityUshirikiano Imara


	Share this post

	
		Share on LinkedInShare on LinkedIn
Share on FacebookShare on Facebook
Share on XShare on X
Share on WhatsAppShare on WhatsApp
	



Related Posts




Eastern Africa Standby Force Director Urges Participants To Be Aware Of Africa’s Defence And Security Agenda
24 November 2023





EACRF Force Commander Visits UGACON FOBs Of Mabenga And Tshengerero
12 August 2023





UPDF Contingent Embarks On Efforts Of Clearing And Disposing Unexploded Ordinances In Mabenga, DRC
31 July 2023





EACRF Commanders Converge For Operation Evaluation Meeting
18 July 2023





EAC Technical Evaluation Team Visits UPDF Contingent In DRC
5 July 2023





Brig Gen Dr Emmanuel Shillingi Calls On Uganda’s Contingent To Deepen East African Community Integration
27 June 2023





	

	
		
		
		Leave a Reply Cancel reply
Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *
Comment
Name *
Email *
Website

Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment.


 Post comment



	

	
	


			


			
	
		
			Tweets From The Ministry of Defence & Veteran Affairs
        
            

        

    CLICK THE IMAGE BELOW FOR YOUR LATEST COPY OF TAREHE SITA MAGAZINE
		

	


			

		


	
	


	

	
	
	

		
			
				
					
						Services
	 Land Forces
	 Air Forces
	 Special Forces Command
	 Reserve Forces

Training Schools
	 SCSC Kimaka
	 Uganda Military Engineering College
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